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Happy New Year!  
Welcome to 2020.

I hope everyone had a 
wonderful holiday season.  If 
you’re like me, I’m sure you 
spent some time with family, 
ate way too much food, and 
maybe enjoyed a couple 

days off from work.  Perhaps you even took a 
moment to look ahead to the New Year and 
think about how you might want to change 
things.

I do that every year.  I think everyone does.  
While I was thinking about 2020, the usual 
thoughts were in my head.  Be a better spouse 
and father.  Do a better job at work.  Exercise 
more.  Eat better.  You know the list.

Another recurring thought I have with 
resolutions is to “make a difference.”  That 
sounds great, but it’s not always easy.  I try to do 
my part, but often it doesn’t seem like much.

But recently I had the pleasure of seeing 
someone make a difference first hand, and I 
realized that we all can do something.  A few 
months back, I met a young man who was 
working on his Eagle Scout Award.  Part of his 

project involved raising funds and donated 
items for a local nonprofit organization.  When 
I asked him what made him choose that for his 
project, he told me that he wanted to support 
an organization that was doing important work 
in our community.  

I was so impressed with this young man.  
His scout project was a huge undertaking, and 
his hard work was going to help people that he 
will likely never meet. I made it a point to thank 
him for his efforts, and I also told his parents 
that they had a wonderful son.

So when I was thinking about 2020 and 
asking what I can do to make a difference 
this year, I remembered that we all can do 
something.  We all can make a donation, 
regardless of the amount.  We all can volunteer 
in some way.  We all can spread the word.

In other words, we all can make a difference 
in some way.  Let’s all do something this year.

Best wishes for 2020!

Catholic Charities offers help, hope and support to 
thousands of individuals and families, providing 
social services to people of all faiths. Our mission is 
rooted in our commitment to support families and 
children in need, regardless of faith. Please contact us 
at 717-657-4804.

Make a difference this 
year and every year


